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investigation. About fifteen cases comprise the entire record, all but one 
having occurred in female subjects. 

Dr. Arthur W. Watson, of Philadelphia, reported two cases, one of them 
in a colored girl, at the last meeting of the American Laryngological Associa¬ 
tion (New York Medical Journal, October 21,1899, illustrated), and Dr. J. E. 
Schadle, of St. Paul, Minn., reported two cases to the Section of Laryn¬ 
gology and Otology at the last meeting of the American Medical Association 
(Journal of the American Medical Association. October 21,1899, illustrated). 

In Dr. Watson’s cases the growths were removed with the electric incan¬ 
descent snarei In Dr. Schadle’s cases one growth was removed by external 
access through the floor of the mouth, while the second patient declined an 
operation. 

Thyroid-gland Metastasis in the Nasal Cavity.— L. Harmer reports 
(Philadelphia Medical Journal, October 21, 1899; Wien. klin. Wochenschrijt, 
Jahrg. 12, No. 23) a case of carcinoma of the cervical glands in which met¬ 
astasis took place to the base of the brain, with involvement of the optic 
muscles and nerves, and penetration into the posterior nares. It was the 
tumor in this region that was first noted and which led to the investigation 
which resulted in the detection of the general involvement. 
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Fin sen 'a Phototherapy.— Bje { Philadelphia Medical Journal, October 7, 
1899) describes at some length the methods employed and the results 
obtained by Finsen in the treatment of lupus vulgaris and some other 
affections by means of concentrated light. About three hundred and fifty 
cases of lupus vulgaris have been treated with this agent In the milder 
cases the light is employed alone; in the more severe ones the light-treat¬ 
ment is supplemented by treatment with an ointment of pyrogallic acid. 
The pyrogallic acid is first applied, and when the cauterization is healed 
this area is subjected to light Ulcerations are freed from crusts by cata¬ 
plasms of boric-acid solution. A solution of iodine and potassium iodide is 
applied to the lesions on the mucous membranes, or the galvano-cautery is 
used. Only disease of the skin, hard palate, the front part of the nasal 
septum, tongue, and mucous membrane of the cheek can be healed by the 
treatment by light In all the 350 cases the improvement has been so cer¬ 
tain and constant that there is reason to doubt the diagnosis when this treat¬ 
ment is ineffective. In many cases of lupus erythema!osus, phototherapy 
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has produced permanent recovery; but the effect of this treatment in this 
malady is not nearly so certain as in lupus vulgaris. Seven cases of alopecia 
areata have likewise been cured by this method of treatment. Later expen- t 
ments seem to demonstrate the curability of even old cases, but only after 
long treatment. The results of these experiments are regarded as supporting 
the theory of the infectious origin of alopecia areata. 

The Lesion of Molluscum Contagiosum.— Audry {Annaless de Dermatologic 
el de Syphiligraphic, 1899, No. 7) believes that molluscum contagiosum is a 
lesion of the epidermis. The absence of any connection with the hairs, the 
impossibility of finding any trace of a sebaceous process, the character of 
the surrounding connective tissue, are so many arguments against the adop¬ 
tion of the follicular or sebaceous origin of the affection. The nodule is 
not a neoplasm in the proper sense; it is a specific metaplasia peculiar to 
this affection. The author, while believing that the malady is a parasitic 
one, does not accept the views of Bollinger and Neisser, but thinks the para¬ 
site has not yet been discovered. 

Treatment of TJngual Trichophytosis.— Johnston {Journal of Cutaneous 
and Genito-urinary Diseases, September, 1899), at a meeting of the New York 
Dermatological Society, reported a case of trichophytosis of the nails (the 
diagnosis having been verified by the microscope), in which remarkable 
therapeutic results were obtained by the use of iodine dissolved in a satu¬ 
rated solution of potassium iodide. Under applications of this solution the 
disease disappeared entirely, on one hand, and was greatly improved on the 
other, after three or four months. 

Treatment of a Case of Leprosy by Hypodermatic Injections of Ohanl- 
moogra OU.— Touktou ub-Bz¥ (Annates de Dermatologic et de Syphiligraphie, 
1899, No. 7) reports a case of leprosy greatly improved by chaulmoogra oil 
administered hypodermatically. The patient, who was a native of Upper 
Egypt, presented well-marked symptoms of the disease, which was of the 
mixed variety and began at fifteen years of age. Chaulmoogra oil was at 
first prescribed in thirty to fifty drop doses by the mouth. At the end of 
two months there was decided improvement, but the patient was obliged to 
give up the oil because of the nausea and vomiting it produced. Later it 
was again tried, but had again to be abandoned as before. Hypodermatic 
injections were now used, and after fifty injections of five grammes each the 
lesions began to undergo retrogression. After six years of this treatment 
the patient was practically well. 

Two Epidemics of Alopecia Areata in an Asylum for Girls.— Bowen 
(Journal of Cutaneous and Genito-urinary Diseases, September, 1899) reports 
two epidemics of alopecia areata in an institution for homeless girls between 
the ages of three and fourteen years. The first case occurred in a girl, eleven 
years old, who when first seen presented three round, bald patches upon 
the crown of the head, clinically typical of alopecia areata. Several weeks 
later another girl was found to have a bald patch upon the crown, which 
increased rapidly in size for a time. Four months after the discovery 
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of the first rase a large number of the girls in the asylum were sudden I v 
found to be affected. After cutting the hair of all the children it was found 
that sixty-three of the sixty-nine girls had bald areas upon the scalp. One 
girl, who had just entered the institution, acquired a patch in three days 
After two months the disease appeared to come to a standstill; at the end of 
six months almost all the bald patches were covered with hair. No trace of 
micro-organism was found. No adult inmate of the asylum was attacked. 
Six years after this epidemic the first patient, having been absent from the 
asylum for three years, was readmitted. A month or Bix weeks afterward 
one of the children was discovered to have a bald patch, and four or five 
months later twenty-six of forty-five children were affected in a similar 
manner. 

A Vesicular Eruption Cured by Circumcision.— Bdi.ki.ey (Journal of 
Cutaneous and Oenilo-urinary Diseases, October, 1899; Transactions of the New 
York Dermatological Society) reports a case of troublesome vesicular eruption 
occurring in a child, four months of age, for which no other cause could be 
found but a long and adherent prepuce. The eruption was regarded us a 
reflex herpes, and circumcision was advised, without any other treatment. 
Three weeks after the performance of circumcision thB eruption bud com¬ 
pletely disappeared, having previously lasted four months and having 
resisted all local treatment 

Keloid Treated by Electrolysis.— Crockee (British Journal of Derma- 
tology, July, 1899) exhibited before the Dermatological Society of Great 
Britain and Ireland a female patient with keloid between the scapulas 
which had followed a burn five months previously. The growth was very 
prominent, of a bright red color, and was accompanied by much itching anil 
Blight pain. After the employment of electrolysis at four sittings a fortnight 
apart the growth was much shrunken and paler, and the itching and discom¬ 
fort disappeared. The needle was inserted for a minute at a time, the punc¬ 
tures being about one-quarter of an inch apart, and the current strength used 
was about five milliampcres. 

Value of Arsenic in Dermatitis Herpetiformis.-A physician residing in 
India (Bntuh Journal of Dermatology, July, 1899), gives his personal ex¬ 
perience, extending over several years, with this disease, and points out the 
striking amelioration of the disease during attacks of malarial fever and 
other intercurrent disorders, and the benefit derived from the use of areenic 
in full doses. 

Kakodylate of Sodium in Psoriasis.—N eumann (Archie fur Dermatologic 
und Syphilts, Band xlix.. Heft 1), at a sdance of the Vienna Dermatological 
Society, exhibited two pntienta with psoriasis who had been treated by injec¬ 
tions of kakodylate of sodium. The first patient, a girl, nineteen years old, 
who had not been treated before her entrance into the hospital, received at 
first injections of a solution 2:20; later the strength of the solution was 
increased to 4:20 and then to 6:20. After twenty injections the eruption, 
which waB a veiy extensive one, began to undergo involution, and after thirty 
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the scales fell off, leaving smooth, red spots. Although the amount of kufeo- 
dylnte of sodium given contained about ten grammes of arsenic, no unfavor¬ 
able effects were produced. The second patient was ulso a young woman, 
twenty years of age, with an extensive eruption. She received daily injec¬ 
tions of a 20 per cent, solution. 
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Metastatic^ Embryonal Glandular Tumors in the Region of the Kidney 
in Children.—E ngeI.KKN (lidtrayc zur path. Anal, und zur ally. Path., 1899, 
xxvi p 320) reports a renal tumor iu a four-year-old girl, which was diag¬ 
nosticated as sarcoma of the liver. The latter organ was apparently enlarged, 
and presented two large nodular growths on the upper anterior surface. I he 
lower third of the kidney projected from the kidney mass, which had grown 
upward into the vena cava; and extended into tl>e cavity of the right auricle. 
There were many metastases iu the liver and peritoneum, und one nodule in 

the right lung. . . ... . 

The tumor consisted of sarcoma-like cells, with connective tissue and blood- 
veaaels, smooth muscle fibres, aud gland-like structures, with alveolar for¬ 
mations, us well aa actual lumiuu, lined by oae or more laycra of cuboidal 
or cylindrical cella. The luuiina appeared to be in the oldcat parbi of the 
tumor while the rest seemed embryonal. The metastases showed the same 
structure aa the tumor, and arose from the Bureoina-like or parenchymatous 

^Hemorrhages were noticed in places, due to congestion and to thrombosis. 
Necrosis followed the diminution of blood supply, and when old showed 
areas of blood pigmeut. No glycogen or fat waa observed. Peritoneal 
metaataaea came from rupture of the capsule of the liver tumor and lung 
metastases from the blood. The retroperitoneal lymph nodes showed no 

m TVMty-«ight cases of similar embryonal tumors were collected, tabulated, 
and divided into three groups: First, those with sarcoma-like masses, epithe¬ 
lial glaad-like structures, and smooth muscle fibres; second, those with 
striated muscles as well; aad, third, these containing other tissues, such as 
cartilage. In most of these cases the kidney tissue was not preserved 
hence he concludes that the embryonic anlage of the kidney was involved 
as well as the Wolffian body. If the latter did not undergo complete regres¬ 
sive changes a tumor might develop, but this is rare. Striated muscle and 



